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Understanding the reception year - Early Years 
curriculum 



Our day



Our curriculum topics 

Pre-planned termly topics / child led learning / significant events etc.



Assessment

Term 1 - Reception Baseline Assessment
• Provides the government with data to measure progress from reception to Year 6. 

• No pass or fail. A snapshot starting point. 

• 1:1 with each child. 

Term 6 - Early Learning Goals – Early Years Foundation Stage 
Profile

• A year is a long time to get to our end goal!

• Support learning and development in small steps. 

• Emerging or expected against each of  the 17 areas of  learning. Thorough handover to Year 1. 



The reception year - a unique year

• Children encouraged to be more independent, level of  detail about your 
child’s day may be different. 

• Key person system. 

• Longer adult led sessions - whole class teaching where children are expected 
to focus on a shared experience for a longer period of  time. 

• Preparing for the future, building the foundations!



Supporting emotional regulation 

• Self  regulation – helping ourselves

• Co-regulation supporting your child with their feelings, we do this without realising. 

• Become more conscious of  how you co-regulate. Embed skills to help them self  regulate. 





Supporting physical development  

• To sit still, children need good control over their body. 

• To learn they need to be able to focus. 

• Value physical development opportunity - skipping, running, monkey bars, the park. 

• Fine motor activities -

- Play dough, painting, washing the car!



What is Phonics?

• Mysterious word! 

• Blend phonemes together form words.

• Sounds and skills taught explicitly and directly in a deliberately planned sequence. 

Phonics 
workshop 

in new 
year



Pre-Phonics skills

• Print awareness - why, where and how text is used. 
Environmental print - packaging, signage, 
clothing, menus. Noticing and discussing. 

• Model reading and writing and ensure they see 
you doing it. Track with your finger as you read. 

• Read daily. Encourage your child to engage, recite 
back the story, mark make around the book you 
read. 



Early Maths 

Key things to know and develop in the summer:
• Encourage children to recite numbers forwards, backwards and from different starting 

points. 
• Subtilize (recognising amounts on sight)

• Counting, skips, hops

• Explore pattern

• Use shape in play, compare shape

• Board games- snakes and ladders, Orchard toys all support early maths skills. 

• Have fun!



Drop off  and pick up

• FS school day 8.40am - 3.10pm

• Line up with the children (initially) on the playground 
outside our gate.

• Enter and exit from door on the playground. 

• Encourage independence. 



Uniform and PE kit

• Can be purchased from lots of  local supermarkets. 

• Embroidered jumpers available online at Cross Embroidery (maybe not initially…)

• Please name everything! Shoes, book bag, water bottle, hats, gloves. 

• Wellies, change of  clothes. – we will be going outside in ALL weather!

• Lost property box will go out at the end of  every half  term.

• PE kit – on PE days, the children should come to school wearing their PE kit and they’ll 
come home wearing it too (less lost uniform!).



Communicating with us

• Via the main school office 01295 720 224

• Avoid drop off.

• Parents evenings (x2) and reports 3 x annually.

• Keep your eye on the website and the school newsletter.

• Open classrooms and stay and play sessions.

• Opportunities to come and work with us. Secret storyteller, on trips, sharing knowledge etc. 

• Parent Hub for home learning opportunities and details of  our learning each week.

• Arbor for first aid and attendance, and School Money for payments.



Lunches and snack
- School lunches available for free via 

Fresh start. 
- Packed lunches if  you choose to. 

Please do not include: 
- Chocolate
- Sweets
- Anything nut based e.g. Nutella, peanut 

butter, pesto. 

- We provide a daily fruit snack, water 
and milk available.



Preparing yourself

• Put on a brave face, your child will sense your worries.

• Get the start date in your diary (Wednesday 2nd September).

• Put the phone number in your contacts (01295 720 224)

• Know where to drop off/pick up and when. 

• Make lunch decisions.

• Let us know of  any SEND early on.

• Think about before and after school provision. 



Any questions please do ask!


