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26th March 2026

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Volunteers,

The Full Governing Board met on 22 January and then again on 16 March 2026, as part of its ongoing program to review progress across the school and to recognise the continuing improvement being achieved throughout all aspects of school life. The improvement is the direct result of all the time and effort put in by everyone, for which we are very grateful. We also met earlier in the school year, on 22 November 2025. Approved minutes from all our meetings up to January are available on the Governors’ page of the school website, alongside helpful information about governance at Bloxham CE Primary School. 

When we met in January, we had a chance to hear from a panel of our three ECTs (Early Career Teachers). It was great to see how they are already integrating into the school and the Bloxham way, utilizing support from staff as needed to meet the various challenges. Bloxham is lucky to have them in our teaching ranks.  We were also able to welcome a new Governor for the school, Fran Peirson. Fran comes with a lot of experience, particularly from her current role working at Bloxham Grove Academy. There was also an update on the school’s environmental sustainability initiative. The team handling this, led by our Sustainability lead governor Melanie Christianson, is made up of a mix of staff, parents and class Eco-reps, and is currently looking at holding a Green week in June. 

It was particularly satisfying in our January meeting to hear that OCC had visited school, following the latest Ofsted report, and were very positive about progress. This is excellent confirmation of the continued improvement at Bloxham Primary School. 

Our March meeting gave governors the chance to meet with the school’s Pupil Parliament, which was a very enjoyable and impressive session. It was amazing that, faced with a table full of adults, the children were so communicative and confident. Thank you to all the children for attending after school, to the parents and carers for their support and to Mrs Baldwin for all her efforts leading the Pupils Parliament initiative. 





Two new changes were confirmed at the March meeting; Matthew Singleton has now been made permanent Deputy Head, and Ashley Pile has left the governing board. Congratulations to Mat, and thanks to Ashley for all her efforts while a parent governor. 

Since the start of the new school year, curriculum and teaching have been a priority, with a great deal of effort put in to refine the curriculum and adapt teaching methods to further enhance pupil outcomes. Staff have been fantastic and deserve huge credit for the hard work they are putting in, and the good news is the results are already evident.  

We were delighted to welcome the Department for Education (DfE) into school recently to review our progress. Their feedback was extremely positive, recognising the inclusive nature of the school, the strength of leadership and the clear, well-structured plans in place to secure sustained improvement. They highlighted the strong practice already evident in phonics and mathematics. Importantly, the DfE confirmed that they are confident in the school’s ability to lead and manage its own journey. They recognised that school leaders and Governors have a clear understanding of what needs to be done and, crucially, are already delivering this successfully. While the school can access additional external support if needed, the DfE is confident that this is not required, as the school has the capacity and expertise to continue driving its own improvement. As a result, they will take a light-touch approach, meeting with the Headteacher three times a year to ensure that this strong progress continues.

During the rest of the March meeting, governors discussed pupil performance and related developments with the Headteacher. Support for disadvantaged children was a focus area throughout the meeting, with the Head outlining some of the measures being taken to improve outcomes for the children. Governors also discussed writing performance across the school and heard about the latest plans and initiatives in this area. As part of this, a new Handwriting Policy for the school was approved by the Board. 

It has been a busy few months for the school, and governors very much appreciate the hard work and dedication of staff in supporting and executing the leadership team’s plans, and the support parents and are giving to these efforts. Thank you to everyone involved, including staff and volunteers, parents and carers and of course the children themselves. The governing board remains confident in the school’s continued progress to help all pupils become the best they can be.  

If you would like to know more about governance at Bloxham CE Primary or contact me directly, please email:  chair@bloxham-pri.oxon.sch.uk
 
With warm regards,
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Kevin Moyes
Chair of Governors
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